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viceroyalty, but the general opinion was that the undoubted sacrifices
which it made were justified by the greater security guaranteed to
India and the general improvement of British and Russian relations.
Except for the little group of Radicals which objected to advances
of any kind to the Russian tyranny, the Liberal party warmly approved,
and saw in the convention a new guarantee of peace. That it disturbed
the balance of power in Europe or could give legitimate offence to
any other Power occurred to no one. Whatever view they took of
the particular bargain, Englishmen of all parties would have considered
it utterly unreasonable that a third Power should object to an under-
standing between Russia and Britain on matters in which it could have
no concern. As for themselves, the question was simply whether
Great Britain had got enough for what she had conceded in the
Central Asiatic part of the agreement.
Grey's thoughts went a little beyond this. " I am quite pleased,'5
he wrote to Nicolson (Feb. 24, 1908)I " from the point of view of
general policy that events are bringing Russia and us together. But
a combination of Britain, Russia and France in the Concert must
for the present be a weak one. France has her hands full in Morocco,
and is naturally reluctant to run the risk of even diplomatic friction
in connexion with any other matter which might react unfavourably
on her in Morocco. Russia is weak after the war, and her internal
affairs are anything but secure. Ten years hence a combination of
Britain, Russia and France may be able to dominate Near Eastern
policy ; and within that time events will probably make it more and
more clear that it is to the interest of Russia and us to work together;
but we must go slowly." To Grey "dominating Near Eastern
policy" in the European Concert meant something different from
what it would have meant to the power politicians of Europe, but
undoubtedly the phrase would have sounded ominous to Germans
and Austrians. Europe in general judged that any rapprochement
between England and Russia on whatever subject was bound to have
important effects on European policy. Almost everywhere the
Central Asiatic agreement was linked up with the French Entente as
a further step into the camp of the Dual Alliance ; and the German
opinion that the British casting vote had now definitely been cast
1 Gooch and Temperley, Vol. IV, pp. 616-17.
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